
CROMHALL CHAPEL HISTORY
The purpose of this record is to make known the origin and history of our fellowship, to give Almighty God the Glory for his guidance and blessing, and to acknowledge our responsibility for the inheritance entrusted to us.

Foundation
In the reign of King George III, the village of Cromhall was said to be a “dark place, benighted with ignorance” but in the year 1813, “true light sprang up by the preaching of some itinerants in a humble cottage.”  These itinerant preachers were Christians influenced by Rev Rowland Hill, whose ministry was having great effect in the Wotton-under-Edge district.

These cottage and open air meetings continued for a year or two when, at the instigation of Rev Hill, some property to the north of the Post Office at Townwell, owned by Samuel Long, a woollen cloth manufacturer of Charfield was, “by gospel spirit and liberality” set aside for the provision of a Meeting House for the growing fellowship.  By 1819 a Chapel and adjoining cottage were built by Mr Long in association with Mr Christopher Keeling, who was involved in the local coal and iron industry, and with great joy and thanksgiving, the opening ceremony was conducted by Rev Rowland
Hill, assisted by his colleague, Rev Theophilus Jones, minister of the independent Chapel at Kingswood.

In 1842, when the fellowship was well established with a membership of over 50, and a Sunday School of similar strength, the property was conveyed to a new trust, charged with the responsibility
of upkeep and ensuring that worship would be carried out in accordance with the Westminster Confession of Faith.  In confirmation of the acceptance of these duties and to ensure that the growth of the Church was soundly based, thirty-two ‘Rules of the Society’ were drawn up and the following six are a good example of the standard set by our forefathers for the establishment of the Church of Christ.

Rules of the Society
1
That they are in some degree convinced of sin, and of their guilty and lost state by nature; that they are filled with a godly sorrow for sin, together with an earnest desire to be saved from it.

2
That they are in a measure, more or less convinced of their need of Christ and His righteousness, and look to Him as their only Mediator and All-sufficient Saviour.

3
That they feel such a hunger and thirst after Christ and His righteousness, as to make them diligent in their faithful attendance in waiting upon God in all means of grace, that they may grow in the Knowledge of Him, dependence upon Him, and conformity to Him.

4
That they hold no doctrine contrary to the fundamental truth of Christianity, such as …. the being of God, the doctrine of the Trinity of Unity, the divinity and incarnation of Christ, and the mystery of His person as God-man, the fullness and all-sufficiency of His work and office, God’s everlasting purpose and Covenant, the guilt and corruption of all mankind by the fall of Adam, the justification of a sinner before God by faith alone, the necessity of the work of the Holy Ghost to regenerate and sanctify those that believe to salvation, and to dispose them to walk becoming of the Gospel in all Holy conversation.  The perfection of the law of God as a rule of duty, and our eternal obligation to obedience and conformity to it - being under the law to Christ.

5
That they are not on any account to consult, or in any way, or case whatever, to make use of witchcraft, or consult wizards or fortune-tellers, or those who have a familiar spirit.

6
That no one is to be admitted or continued as a member who lives a life of habitual idleness, but everyone is to labour with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

History
From the early times, the affairs of the early church were under the care of Deacons, elected by the members, and for about 50 years the ministry was maintained exclusively by these stewards of the Lord.  In 1891 Rev Edwin Child was appointed Pastor and upon his death in 1903 there was a departure from the original covenant of independence, when an amalgamation with Mount Pleasant Chapel at Whitfield was approved.  Rev Ivor Hanson held the Pastorate of the two churches for the five years until he transferred to Mitcheldean.  At a church meeting after his departure it was unanimously agreed to resume independence and discontinue the link with Mount Pleasant.  It was decided to call on the Bristol Itinerant Society, who had been supplying the Deacons with preachers, for more help.  The Church Secretary of the day was given responsibility for arranging pulpit supply.

In December 1908, a near disaster caused great discord in the spiritual life of the Church.  Rev Geo Wood was appointed to the vacant post of Pastor for a one year period.  This was a mistake of grave importance.  Rev Wood, a Unitarian by persuasion, also preached another gospel of  “salvation through works” which he expounded to the bewilderment and dismay of the congregation.  He had inherited a warm and thriving fellowship and in just over a year, he left a Church “by schisms rent asunder” impoverished and 

Today, as we look back over nearly 200 years of Christian Ministry emanating from this little village chapel, we have much for which to praise our God.  Through good times as well as occasions of testing, He has been faithful, and we find ourselves in possibly a stronger 

position, both spiritually and numerically, than at any time in our history.  We sincerely believe that this situation has resulted from the fact that the emphasis on prayer is paramount and our ministry is

always Bible-based.  We also claim the promise of the Saviour when He said, as recorded in St John’s Gospel, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to Myself.”  We look forward confidently to the future under the guidance of a loving Heavenly Father, who said “I will honour those who honour Me.”
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distressed, even reaching a stage where one faction locked the door to exclude the other from worship.

A minute dated 29th March 1910 poignantly highlights the return to the True and Living Way.  It reads “A Church meeting was held to consider the position in which we are now standing as regards the teaching in Cromhall Chapel.  It was fully decided by all present to go back to the old teaching and there remain. The Bristol Itinerant Society promised to provide us with the best men available.”  God heard the cry for help.  As well as receiving immediate assistance from the Bristol preachers, a revolution in Central America was the means of bringing stability and concord to the weakened church.  Rev and Mrs Neath, Moravian missionaries, were prevented by civil war from taking up their post in Nicaragua and, until they could embark, came to live in Cromhall.  They quickly took an interest in the work at the Chapel and for nearly two years laboured in restoring and rebuilding the fellowship so that when they left there was harmony and unity which had been sadly lacking.

Mr E. S. Stevens of Bristol was then appointed Pastor and he continued in that capacity until 1914 when, after what appears to have been a hastily convened meeting, he was asked to resign.  Mr Stevens was followed by Pastor W. J. Baker who led the fellowship until the end of the Second World War, a term of office lasting over 30 years.  During Mr Baker’s pastorate, a thanksgiving celebration recorded the Church Centenary.

After this long ministry, there followed a number of shorter appointments.  In 1945, Mr R. Parker-Curtis of Oldbury-on-Severn took over the pastorate and he was followed by Mr Henry Dickenson, who led the fellowship until 1951 when his vocation necessitated a transfer to Coventry.  Mr L. H. England, who had come to reside in the village the previous year, accepted an invitation to become Pastor and remained in charge until 1957 when he moved to Iron Acton.

Mr John Mills took over from Mr England, and under his leadership the cause increased in number and blessing, especially regarding the work among the young people, and the inauguration of a ‘Monthly Wednesday Special’, a service devoted to the exposition of the Scriptures led by eminent able teachers, and to which other local evangelical fellowships are invited.

Upon the retirement of Mr Mills in 1997, the constitution of the Church was redrafted and, whilst maintaining the original commitment to Bible-based ministry, it clarified the election and responsibility of the Elders, Deacons and Church Officers.  No new Pastor has been appointed and the affairs of the fellowship are currently in the hands of this oversight, acting on behalf of the whole membership.

It is usual in many Churches and Chapels to have a text of Scripture inscribed on the wall for the attention of the congregation, but instead of this, on the front of the gallery, facing the pulpit, there is a fixed notice in the original Georgian script, entitled ‘A Word for the Minister’ and quotes a verse from the book of Jeremiah warning the speaker of the danger of smooth preaching.

Practicalities
In addition to the original gift of property, a number of small bequests have enabled us to maintain the fabric of the building and finance improvements, such as a front porch in 1924, new windows and a pipe organ in 1934.  The changeover from oil lamps, and a solid fuel ‘Tortoise’ stove, to electric power took place in 1949.

Since then, various gifts coupled with generous freewill offerings of the increasing congregation have funded considerable material advances.  For example, a new Hall together with additional facilities have been built.  A Car Park has been provided, and the front porch rebuilt, including integral access to the gallery accommodation.  The windows which have lasted over 60 years have been replaced by double glazed units.  All these benefits, and many more, have been appreciated and contribute to the comfort and convenience of all.

It should also be observed that, in addition to the maintenance of worship, our income also covers considerable Missionary outreach, and this keeps us in close fellowship with a number of the Lord’s Servants who are working in various parts of the world.

At the 150th Church Anniversary, Pastor Mills gave a timely message which is also relevant to the present, and it is appropriate to repeat it now.

“Throughout the years, a remnant of Godly, faithful people have held fast to the truths they have believed and embraced, and have kept the Christian Fellowship at Cromhall alive.  Although it is on record that at times it was only just a few who kept the Faith.

At the present time, in an age of severe temptation, when the Devil truly is a roaring lion, walking about, seeking whom he may devour, our Church has much for which to give thanks, and we should certainly unite with the Psalmist when he says “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, Praise His Holy Name.”  Not that we are without problems, difficulties and trials, but our Heavenly 

Father, in His abundant mercy, has given us Grace, Wisdom and Love that we might be “more than conquerors through Him that loved us and gave Himself for us”, so that we are found working together with Him for the extension of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the salvation of precious souls.  As the years progress, and the Christian fight grows more fierce, and the Way becomes more difficult, when even the Elect shall be deceived, may our constant prayer be that we may be kept faithful even unto death.”

This history was written by Tony Wicks and John Mills in 1963 to celebrate one hundred and fifty years of Cromhall Chapel.

Despite his retirement in 1997 John Mills continued to carry out the leadership of the Fellowship with the grateful support of the Elders and Deacons.  On his death in 2009 the membership agreed on the need to appoint a new minister. After much prayer, a new minister, Kevin Wilkinson, was appointed in 2011. It is appropriate to update the previous summary to the last version of this history, made in 1999. Although the number in membership may not have increased since this time it’s sentiments are still applicable.

Today, as we look back over 200 years of Christian ministry emanating from this little village chapel, we have much [image: image1]for which to praise our God.  Through good times as well as occasions of testing, He has been faithful, and we find ourselves in possibly a stronger position, than at any time in our history. We sincerely believe that this situation has resulted from the fact that the emphasis on prayer is paramount and our ministry is always bible-based. We claim the promise of the Saviour when He said, as recorded in St.John’s Gospel, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to Me.” We look forward confidently to the future under the guidance of a loving Heavenly Father, who said “I will honour those who honour Me.”
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